
A LOT OF REALLY BAD THINGS ARE MORE LIKELY TO HAPPEN
ON HALLOWEEN

Oct .  3 1  may  be  one  of  the  most  per i lous  days  o f  the  year
fo r  you r  ch i ld ren ,  home,  car  and  hea l th .  
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Hal loween i s  assoc ia ted  w i th  e laborate  cos tumes ,  haunted  houses
and ,  o f  course ,  candy ,  but  i t ’ s  a l so  l i nked  to  a  number  o f  r i s k s ,
i nc lud ing  pedest r ian  fa ta l i t ies  and  thef t  o r  vanda l i sm.

The  average Ha l loween n ight  resu l t s  i n  more  pedest r ian  deaths
than  o ther  n ights  o f  the  year ,  and  ch i ld ren  aged 4  to  8  a re
espec ia l l y  a t  r i s k ,  accord ing  to  research  pub l i shed  in  the  med ica l
jou rna l  JAMA Ped iat r ics .

Docto rs  looked at  42 years  o f  data  f rom the  Nat iona l  H ighway
T raf f ic  Safety  Admin i s t ra t ion  and  found that  the re  were  on  average
four  more  pedest r ian  fa ta l i t ies  on  Ha l loween between 5  p .m.  a t
1 1 :59  p .m.  compared to  one  week  befo re  and  af te r  the  ho l iday .

Ha l loween a l so  b r ings  17% more  c r ime- re la ted  home insu rance
c la ims  than  any  o ther  day  of  the  year ,  i nc lud ing  thef t  and
vanda l i sm ,  data  re leased by  New York-based insu rance  company
T rave le r s .  I n su rance  compan ies  do  cover  some of  the  i s sues  that
ar i se  on  Ha l loween n ight  i nc lud ing  vanda l i sm ,  thef t ,  f i re  and
anyone  hu r t  on  your  p roper ty  du r ing  t r ick-o r- t reat ing .

St i l l ,  some homeowners  may  choose  not  to  f i l e  a  c la im ,  espec ia l l y
cons ider ing  many  insu rance  po l ic ies  have  a  $500 o r  $ 1 ,000
deduct ib le ,  sa id  Ang i  Orbann ,  v ice  p res ident  o f  persona l  i n su rance
proper ty  a t  T rave le r s .  F i l i ng  c la ims  can  lead to  inc reased
premiums .

PART 1

by  A lessandra  Ma l i to
(MarketWatch .com)

October  3 1 s t  20 18

EXERCISE  1  Th ink  and  d i scuss  any  potent ia l  i s sues  re la ted  to
Ha l loween .  Read the  tex t  and  check  i f  any  o f  you r  ideas  a re
ment ioned in  the  a r t ic le .

Quest ion  1  Accord ing  to  the  a r t ic le ,  Ha l loween may  be :

a )  one  of  the  most  fun  days  o f  the  year
b)  one  of  the  most  dangerous  days  o f  the  year
c )  one  of  the  most  mag ica l  days  o f  the  year

EXERCISE   2  Read the  ques t ions  and  f ind  the  answers  i n  the
tex t .

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/halloween-isnt-just-scary-its-dangerous-2018-10-30
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Quest ion  2  On Ha l loween pedest r ians  may  be  sub jected  to

a)  p ick-pocket ing
b)  acc idents  such  as  h i t  and  run
c)  be ing  assau l ted

Quest ion  3  The  ch i ld ren  aged 4  to  8  years  o ld  a re  the  most
p rone  to  acc idents  because

a)  they  a re  not  v i s ib le  a t  n ight
b )  the i r  v i s ion  and  hear ing  i s  impa i red  by  the
cos tumes  
c )  the  in fo rmat ion  i s  not  g i ven  in  the  tex t

Quest ion  4  The  insu rance  compan ies

a)  pay  fo r  se lected  c r imes  that  occur  on
Ha l loween
b)  do  not  pay  fo r  any  c r imes  that  occur  on
Ha l loween
c)  do  not  i nc lude  c i v i l  respons ib i l i t y  i n su rance

Quest ion  5  Some peop le  choose  not  to  co l lec t  the i r
i n su rance  because

a)  i n  the  end  i t  may  be  more  expens i ve  than
cover ing  the  cos t s  on  the i r  own
b)  the i r  i n su rance  compan ies  do  not  i nc lude
home-re la ted  c r imes  in  the  p lan
c)  i t  i s  a  long  and compl icated  p rocess

EXERCISE   3  Match  the  words  w i th  the i r  def in i t ions .

per i lous

e laborate

a  pedest r ian

a  fa ta l i t y

to  f i l e

deduct ib le

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

c )  ex t reme ly  dangerous

d)  to  o f f ic ia l l y  record  someth ing

e)  conta in ing  many  deta i led  par t s

f )  a  death  caused by  an  acc ident

a)  a  person  who i s  wa lk ing  in  an
area  where  veh ic les  go

b)  a  par t  o f  the  cos t  o f  an
acc ident  that  you  agree  to  pay

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/halloween-isnt-just-scary-its-dangerous-2018-10-30
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/part
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cost
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/accident
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/agree
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pay
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Clear  an  easy  path  fo r  t r i ck-o r- t reate r s  and  gues t s  to  get  to  your
doors tep ,  Orbann  added.  Don ’ t  leave  l i t  cand les  i ns ide  a  pumpk in
or  any  p lace  they ’ re  unat tended.  Leave  dogs  on  a  leash  o r  i n  a
room away  f rom the  f ront  door ,  as  they  may  be  scared  by  f i reworks
o r  confuse  t r ick-o r- t reate r s  w i th  i n t ruders .

The  researchers  suggested  that  k ids  wear  re f lect i ve  patches  on
the i r  cos tumes ,  and  that  l im i t i ng  on-s t reet  park ing  cou ld  make  i t
eas ie r  to  see  pedest r ians .  “Ha l loween t r ick-o r- t reat ing  encourages
creat i v i t y ,  phys ica l  act i v i t y ,  and  ne ighborhood engagement , ”  they
wrote .  “ T r ick-o r- t reat ing  shou ld  not  be  abo l i shed  in  a  m i sgu ided
ef fo r t  to  e l im inate  Ha l loween-assoc ia ted  r i s k . ”

There  a re  ways  to  avo id  a  hor ro r  on  Ha l loween .  Homeowners  shou ld
ensu re  homes  a re  l i t  and  show some act i v i t y  to  dete r  vanda l s  and
th ieves  f rom break ing  in ,  sa id  Scot t  Humphrey ,  second v ice
pres ident  o f  r i s k  cont ro l  a t  T rave le r s .  He  suggests  us ing  t imers  fo r
ins ide  and outs ide  of  you r  home,  as  we l l  as  garages  and  sheds .
“Somet imes ,  l igh t ing  i s  j u s t  enough  to  dete r  somebody  f rom
target ing  i t , ”  he  sa id .

PART 2

EXERCISE   4  Th ink  and  d i scuss  d i f fe rent  ways  in  wh ich  you
can  s tay  safe ,  o r  p ro tect  o thers ,  on  Ha l loween .

vanda l i sm

thef t

car  acc ident

f i re

1 .

2 .

3 .

4 .

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________
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EXERCISE  5  Read the  second par t  o f  the  a r t ic le  and  check  i f
you r  answers  a re  s im i la r  to  the  ones  in  the  tex t .

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/halloween-isnt-just-scary-its-dangerous-2018-10-30
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Quest ion  1  Accord ing  to  the  a r t ic le ,  Ha l loween may  be :

a )  one  of  the  most  fun  days  o f  the  year
b)  one  of  the  most  dangerous  days  o f  the  year
c )  one  of  the  most  mag ica l  days  o f  the  year

EXERCISE   2  Read the  ques t ions  and  f ind  the  answers  i n  the
tex t .

ANSWERS

Quest ion  2  On Ha l loween pedest r ians  may  be  sub jected  to

a)  p ick-pocket ing
b)  acc idents  such  as  h i t  and  run
c)  be ing  assau l ted

Quest ion  3  The  ch i ld ren  aged 4  to  8  years  o ld  a re  the  most
p rone  to  acc idents  because

a)  they  a re  not  v i s ib le  a t  n ight
b )  the i r  v i s ion  and  hear ing  i s  impa i red  by  the
cos tumes  
c )  the  in fo rmat ion  i s  not  g i ven  in  the  tex t

Quest ion  4  The  insu rance  compan ies

a)  pay  fo r  se lected  c r imes  that  occur  on
Ha l loween
b)  do  not  pay  fo r  any  c r imes  that  occur  on
Ha l loween
c)  do  not  i nc lude  c i v i l  respons ib i l i t y  i n su rance

Quest ion  5  Some peop le  choose  not  to  co l lec t  the i r
i n su rance  because

a)  i n  the  end  i t  may  be  more  expens i ve  than
cover ing  the  cos t s  on  the i r  own
b)  the i r  i n su rance  compan ies  do  not  i nc lude
home-re la ted  c r imes  in  the  p lan
c)  i t  i s  a  long  and compl icated  p rocess

EXERCISE   3  Match  the  words  w i th  the i r  def in i t ions .

1 .C  2 .e  3 .a  4 . f  5 .d  6 .b

EXERCISE   4  Th ink  and  d i scuss  d i f fe rent  ways  in  wh ich  you
can  s tay  safe ,  o r  p ro tect  o thers ,  on  Ha l loween .

Students '  own ideas .

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/halloween-isnt-just-scary-its-dangerous-2018-10-30
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ANSWERS

Clear  an  easy  path  fo r  t r i ck-o r- t reate r s  and  gues t s  to  get  to  your
doors tep ,  Orbann  added.  Don ’ t  leave  l i t  cand les  i ns ide  a  pumpk in
or  any  p lace  they ’ re  unat tended.  Leave  dogs  on  a  leash  o r  i n  a
room away  f rom the  f ront  door ,  as  they  may  be  scared  by  f i reworks
o r  confuse  t r ick-o r- t reate r s  w i th  i n t ruders .

The  researchers  suggested  that  k ids  wear  re f lect i ve  patches  on
the i r  cos tumes ,  and  that  l im i t i ng  on-s t reet  park ing  cou ld  make  i t
eas ie r  to  see  pedest r ians .  “Ha l loween t r ick-o r- t reat ing  encourages
creat i v i t y ,  phys ica l  act i v i t y ,  and  ne ighborhood engagement , ”  they
wrote .  “ T r ick-o r- t reat ing  shou ld  not  be  abo l i shed  in  a  m i sgu ided
ef fo r t  to  e l im inate  Ha l loween-assoc ia ted  r i s k . ”

There  a re  ways  to  avo id  a  hor ro r  on  Ha l loween .  Homeowners  shou ld
ensu re  homes  a re  l i t  and  show some act i v i t y  to  dete r  vanda l s  and
th ieves  f rom break ing  in ,  sa id  Scot t  Humphrey ,  second v ice
pres ident  o f  r i s k  cont ro l  a t  T rave le r s .  He  suggests  us ing  t imers  fo r
ins ide  and outs ide  of  you r  home,  as  we l l  as  garages  and  sheds .
“Somet imes ,  l igh t ing  i s  j u s t  enough  to  dete r  somebody  f rom
target ing  i t , ”  he  sa id .

PART 2

EXERCISE  5  Read the  second par t  o f  the  a r t ic le  and  check  i f
you r  answers  a re  s im i la r  to  the  ones  in  the  tex t .

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/halloween-isnt-just-scary-its-dangerous-2018-10-30

